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Translation:
Single mother of four repents for her crime and seeks a new lease of life

After the failure of her car rental business, single mother Zhang Meiying (54 years old) was
desperate to earn a living to feed her four children and eventually resorted to crime, which landed
herself in prison for four years. She had since found her purpose while in prison and now with the
support by NeuGen Fund (NeuGen), she is leading a stable life as a private-hire car driver.

In 2001, she started a car rental company but unfortunately encountered some errant customers
who sold off her cars, leaving her unable to repay her bank loans and became bankrupt.

Zhang shared that she was easily trusting of others, which led to her downfall. She admitted taking
a risky path in 2007 by engaging in illegal activities such as renting houses and subletting them to
make profits. She was caught by the authorities in 2009 and was imprisoned for four years due to
criminal breach of trust.

Due to her incarceration, she could not take care of her children including her youngest eight-
month-old daughter, and all of them had to be sent to the relevant authorities for care.

"| felt very sad at that time, unable to take care of my children. | had to sell my house to encash
and cover my mother’s living expenses. Occasionally, | would ask her to buy things the children
liked and send these to them," she confessed.

She found hope through her faith while in prison. During the prison visits, her mother prepared
many books for her as well.

After her release, Zhang moved in with her mother, together with her eldest daughter (currently
22 years old). “She was very disappointed with me at first, thinking that | have abandoned them.”
Being in her rebellious phase, her eldest daughter was doing poorly in studies with high truancy
rate, leading almost to the brink of school expulsion. It was only after Zhang Meiying intervened
and spoke with the principal that her daughter's spot at school was secured. Since that incident,
her daughter let go of the grievances and decided to study hard and strive for excellence.

At present, Zhang supports her family by working as a private-hire car driver and receiving
assistance from NeuGen. She expressed gratitude for the help received, including bursary awards
for her children that significantly lightened her financial burden.

It is understood that NeuGen provides close to $3,000 in bursary awards for Zhang’s four children
each year.

237 Alexandra Road, #04-03 T (65) 6743 7885
The Alexcier, Singapore E hello@neugen.org.sg www.neugen.org.sg
159929.



mailto:hello@neugen.org.sg
http://www.neugen.org.sg/

NeuGen

New Lives. New Futures.

The number of families served by NeuGen increased significantly to 400 families

During the event this morning, Associate Professor Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim, Minister of State
for Home Affairs and National Development mentioned that the number of families supported by
NeuGen has doubled this year, benefiting nearly 400 families.

The NeuGen Fund organized its Family Day event at the water park Wild Wild Wet today, attended
by a total of 620 beneficiaries (from 138 families). According to A/P Muhammad Faishal, NeuGen
can work with parents to help children and youths integrate into society and contribute to the
community.

Mr Tan Wee Teck, Executive Director of NeuGen shared that events such as family days made
these families feel that they are cared by the society. In addition, NeuGen focuses on developing
the children and maintaining a good relationship with them to ensure they do not go astray.

Through its My NeuEducation pillar, NeuGen offered bursary awards ranging from $200 to $500
to over 450 children of inmates and ex-offenders last year. This year, Mr Tan hopes to increase
the number of beneficiaries to 600 children.
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