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Translation:

Charity organises Iftar celebration for 500 ex-offenders and their family members

Approximately 500 ex-offenders and their families (low-income) gathered to break fast and enjoy
a good time with their families. Held at the HomeTeamNS Khatib, this was an Iftar event organised
by NeuGen Fund (NeuGen) on 12 April (Wednesday) for its beneficiaries, comprising 140 low-
income families with incarcerated parents.

Green packets and festive goodies were distributed to all participating families. Other than helping
them get ready for the upcoming Hari Raya, NeuGen hoped to offer a platform to support families
of reformed offenders in order to prevent intergenerational offending.

This is also NeuGen'’s first major Iftar event after the lifting of pandemic restrictions. Prior to this,
NeuGen relied on home visits and deliveries of goodie bags and green packets to help needy
families prepare for festive celebrations.

35-year-old Mursitha (pseudonym) is a single mother whose husband was sentenced to prison in
2011 and will be due for release next year. For more than 10 years, she has had no choice but to
raise her son herself. NeuGen has been providing assistance to Mursitha since 2019, particularly
in the areas of her son's education which has significantly lessened her burden.

Mursitha's son will be turning 13 this year. During Primary 5, he faced learning difficulties
especially in Mathematics and Science. His grades, however, improved tremendously after getting
the educational support from NeuGen Fund and managed to enrol into a secondary school of his
choice.

“Seeing such a big crowd here, it felt like breaking fast with family. | am not local and do not have
many friends in Singapore. To be able to attend this event and get together with so many people
makes me really happy,” said Mursitha.

Elvis Overee, Deputy Director of NeuGen hoped that such events can be hosted annually in the
coming years. “Currently, our charity serves about 600 children and youths, and our aim is to
increase the number to a thousand within the next three years. With the growth, we certainly hope
to see more people attending our events.”

Minister of State for Home Affairs and National Development, A/P Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim
also attended the Iftar celebration. “Children are our future, and the government will continue
working with organisations such as NeuGen Fund to ensure that our children can get the support
they need in the process of growing up,” said A/P Faishal in his opening remarks.
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