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Translation:

Adding one more act of kindness to “100 Kind Deeds by Zaobao”

Lianhe Zaobao brings the warmth of Spring to ex-offenders and their families on flower-
viewing tour

Accompanied by volunteers from Lianhe Zaobao, close to 60 ex-offenders and their family
members visited Gardens by the Bay to admire the festive blooms followed by lunch. The
volunteers also distributed red packets to the families as blessings for the upcoming Chinese New
Year.

On Sunday (15 January), more than 10 journalists and editors from Zaobao joined 18 families to
Gardens by the Bay’s Flower Dome to visit the“Dahlia Dreams” exhibition, newly opened last
Friday. These families are beneficiaries of a local charity, NeuGen Fund (‘NeuGen’).

Charity supports ex-offenders and their families to prevent the vicious cycle of
intergenerational offending

Established by ISCOS, NeuGen Fund aims to support ex-offenders and their families in preventing
intergenerational offending.

The charity launched their new programme framework in July last year to provide holistic support
such as bursary awards, sponsored tuition, enrichment workshops, mentoring and counselling to
children of ex-offenders.

Mr Theophilus Tan (52 years old), who works with a cleaning company, attended the event with
his four daughters. Mr Tan approached ISCOS for help about 7 to 8 years ago after his release
from prison to find out how to enhance his employability and relevant opportunities to upgrade
skills. His 23-year-old eldest daughter is currently studying at Singapore Institute of Technology
and received bursary award from NeuGen.

“My wife and | spend very long hours at work. When we have time for family bonding, we usually
go to hawker centres for a meal. This is my first time visiting Flower Dome with my daughters as
we rarely spend money to visit attractions.”

The beneficiaries were able to visit the Flower Dome for free as it was sponsored by Gardens by
the Bay’s community outreach initiative, known as “Gift of Gardens”.

To complement the “Dahlia Dreams” exhibition, Zaobao volunteers designed a mini-game for
NeuGen beneficiaries to have fun while touring the dome. The beneficiaries were also invited to
enjoy a sponsored lunch at Jurassic Nest Food Hall, where the food hall operator provided all
beneficiaries and volunteers with 50% discount off all food and drinks.

NeuGen Fund also gave festive goodie bags to the families at the event. Mr Tan Wee Teck,
Executive Director of NeuGen, shared that some families might not have the ability to celebrate
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festive occasions, and events like this will let them feel that society cares about them. This in turn
gives beneficiaries the motivation to live life with a positive mindset. Those interested to find out
more about NeuGen’s initiatives can visit www.neugen.org.sg

The above-mentioned event was one of the numerous projects under the “100 Kind Deeds by
Zaobao” initiative. In conjunction with the newspaper’s 100" anniversary this year, Lianhe Zaobao
began mobilising colleagues from the editorial team to carry out 100 acts of kindness, of which
they have completed five to date. This includes accompanying and sponsoring a Chinese New
Year shopping trip and lunch for elderly residents from SPD’s Day Activity Centre (Tao Payoh
branch), at a supermarket on 28 December last year.
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