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Translation:
In and out of prison for 5 times, former drug offender changed for the sake of his daughter

Growing up in a single parent family, the now 52-year-old man joined the gang at the age of 13 and landed
himself in jail for 5 times in a span of 24 years. The moment of change came during a prison visit, when he
was unable to accede to his 3-year-old daughter’s request for a hug. He realised he would not want his child
to grow up without a father.

A French Chinese descendant, Bruce Mathieu (52, media industry) lived with his mother and grew up in a
single parent family. With his mother constantly occupied with work, Bruce joined the gang out of the feeling
of loneliness in his teenage years and started using drugs, which eventually led to his first imprisonment at
the age of 22.

His daughter was his main reason for change. In 2002, Bruce met his wife, got married in 2008 before they
had their daughter in 2009. Regretfully, Bruce was sentenced to prison when the daughter was three years
old. It was his last imprisonment which lasted for five years.

During that time, one of the prison visits happened to be his daughter’s birthday. When she realised Bruce
could not hold her in his arms, she was devastated and cried non-stop.

“My heart broke when | saw her tears. | was filled with regret for missing her years of growing up and not
able to protect her. There and then, | made the decision not to allow my daughter to go through a fatherless
childhood, like what | have experienced myself.”

Since then, he turned over a new leaf and was released from prison when his daughter was eight years old.
At present, he works in the media industry with a household income of about $2,000.

“When | came out (from prison), my daughter was in Primary 1 and | was actually worried for not being able
to support my child’s education. | am very thankful to ISCOS ReGen Fund for the support given to her. The
charity provided bursary awards and sponsored my daughter’s tuition and piano lessons.”

Through such support, his daughter was able to have equal learning opportunities. Unlike him, she scored
good grades in her PSLE which propelled her to the Express stream.
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Children of incarcerated parents are three times more likely to offend

Compared to general population, children of parents with history of crime are found to be three times more
likely to offend. The charity NeuGen Fund (formerly known as ISCOS ReGen Fund) introduced a new
empowerment model to provide holistic support to children of inmates and ex-offenders.

The empowerment model covers four aspects on education, personal voice, growth and a nurturing
environment to support these children. In line with this latest update, the charity is hosting a week-long
exhibition from today until 2 August 2022 at VivoCity.

According to Minister Desmond Lee (Minister for National Development and Minister-in-charge of Social
Services Integration), a study by MSF and NCSS has shown that children of incarcerated parents are three
times more likely to fall into crime.

Joshua Tay, Chairman of NeuGen also pointed out the impact of family and environment on a child — when
one grow up in a family with history of drug abuse, the child can easily become a part of that environment.
They may feel that it is a normal part of life and this situation could be further exacerbated by social stigma
and the lack of positive role model.

“At NeuGen, our mission is to stop this vicious cycle. Over the past decade, we have provided close to $1
million of bursary awards to the children. The charity currently supports about 400 children every year. As
a small nation, we could not afford to lose any youth.”
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