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Translation:

Three siblings work hard to receive the bursaries
Father went in and out of prisons, mother had to single-handedly raised the children

By Liang Jiayi

With the father shuttling in and out of prison since the birth of their youngest daughter,
a mother had to raise her three children on her own. All the siblings studied hard and
were recipients of the ISCOS bursary award, with the second daughter, 20, obtaining
the Outstanding Achievement Award with a GPA of 3.77.

Sophie (not her real name, 20), her 22-year-old elder brother and 15-year-old younger
sister are all beneficiaries of the Industrial & Services Co-operative Society (ISCOS)
Bursary Awards. The initiative supports the education of children of current and former
offenders from low-income families.

However, Sophie is not clear of his father’s offences which led to the imprisonment,
as he had been going in and out of prison since she was in Primary 2. In her growing
up years as far as she can remember, she had not had the opportunity to spend time
with her father.

When interviewed, she said that her mother made a living as a dance instructor to
bring up the three of them, which was very difficult. Fortunately, her elder brother and
herself are now older and do not need to rely on their mother for pocket money. This
lessens her financial burden.

Sophie was also frank in sharing that when she was younger, she was upset about not
having her father by her side and felt that it was unfair. She later channeled the
sadness and anger into becoming a positive motivation for her studies. Her mother
learnt about the ISCOS Bursary Awards from a Member-of-Parliament and
subsequently applied for them — through this, she also obtained the Outstanding
Achievement Award with a stellar GPA of 3.77.

“The $750 bursary and the additional $300 from the Outstanding Achievement Award
helps me greatly with my daily expenses. I'm currently working on my Final Year
Project in the third year of polytechnic studies, which requires some expenses so this
sum of money came very handy for me.”

The ISCOS Bursary Awards are under the the Fairy Godparent Programme managed
by ISCOS ReGen Fund, with Sheng Siong Group and Lee Foundation being two of the
key sponsors for this initiative that had benefited over 2,000 students since 2011. This
year, there are 320 recipients including six awardees for the Outstanding Achievement
Award and three beneficiaries obtaining the Good Progress Award.
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Juggling study and work to support herself since Secondary 3

Since she was in Secondary Three, the second daughter of three children began to
work and study at the same time so that she would not need to ask for pocket money
from her mother.

Sophie said that she observed how difficult it was for her mother to make ends meet
then. That prompted her to work on the weekends during secondary school. With a
more flexible schedule in polytechnic, she worked up to four days per week to earn
more money for her daily expenses.

“The bursary award helps me to defray my daily expenses so that I do not need to
take on more work to support myself, and am able to better focus on my studies.”
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