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Translation:

Children of current and former offenders received sponsorships to pursue
their dreams

By Wong Siew Fong

Having witnessed his father being arrested for drug offences when he was just nine
years old, Dani used soccer to cope with the pain he felt, and to regain his confidence.

Dedicated to help children of current and former offenders, the Industrial and Services
Co-operative Society (ISCOS) will roll out the After-School Activity sponsorship starting
next year. 12-year-old Dani (not his real name) and his 11-year-old brother are two of
the three beneficiaries currently enrolled in the pilot programme. Since July 2019, they
have been attending weekly soccer training sessions.

For the past 14 years, Dani’s father went in and out of prison due to his drug addiction.
His mother Sara (not her real name), a 42 year-old boutique manager had to single-
handedly bring up four sons aged between 5 and 14.

According to Sara, her sons are very close to their father hence when they had to
witness the father’s arrest, it was a very painful experience for them even after so
many years. This is especially so for Dani who is the second child and shared the
closest bond with his father. The boy often cried and became withdrawn after the
father’s arrest. It was only through football that he regained his confidence.

Her four sons have displayed much talent in football since young, as early as when
they were in kindergarten. While the eldest son earned a place in Singapore Sports
School with his stellar performance in football, Dani and his younger brothers are not
so lucky. Both siblings could only rely on their brother’s hand-me-down football
equipment. In addition, the relative who used to coach their eldest brother for free had
migrated overseas several years ago.

Sara said, "My biggest wish is to have my children leave their father’s past behind,
grow up happily, and develop a skill or talent in today’s competitive society. I have
always wanted to send them for professional training sessions but the course fees can
go up to $500 every semester, which is beyond what I could afford. Thankfully, with
ISCOS’ assistance, my children’s dreams are now fulfilled.”

During the interview, Dani was shy and hunched his shoulder, perking up only when
we started talking about football. He enthusiastically said, “At the academy, I have the
chance to practice and participate in competitions with many of my teammates. My
performance during competitions are not bad, and I hope to be a footballer like
Ronaldo when I grow up.”
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Sponsoring 10 students in sports or arts enrichment courses from next year

The After-School Activity sponsorship will officially commence from next year, with 10
students benefiting from the initiative. ISCOS will match the students’ interests with
the relevant enrichment classes. Aside from football and sports, beneficiaries can
choose to pursue their interest in arts as well. ISCOS has intention to expand and fine-
tune this programme to benefit more families in the future.

This was announced at the ISCOS Bursary Award Ceremony yesterday, with 320
students receiving bursary awards, including nine students who earned Outstanding
Achievement Awards and Good Progress Awards.

Since 2011, ISCOS has offered bursary awards to the children of current and ex-
offenders, with close to 2000 students benefiting from this initiative. In this year alone,
close to $100,000 has been disbursed, primarily sponsored by Lee Foundation and
Sheng Siong Group.

Ms Sun Xueling, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry
of National Development was the Guest-of-Honour at the ceremony held at the Toa
Payoh HDB Hub auditorium. In her speech, she said “The Bursary Award recognises
more than academic performance — it also recognises the resilience of students who
have overcome the challenges they faced and done well in their studies.”

She also urged more community partners to extend a helping hand, and help the
children of current and former offenders realise their dreams through the sponsorship
of the bursary awards.
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